


settlement was establlshed nearby .and
rbegan to develop into ‘the therlng lit-
tle town of Grants Pass, Margaret drove
there every Saturday morning in her one-
horse buggy and sold butter and eggs.
In 1858 James built Three Oaks, the
handsome home which is still standlng
on the site of the small one—roonlcabln
’whlch had been erected five years
earlier with the help of their frlends
in the wagon traln.

argaret and James, unlike most
of the early pioneers, con=-
sidered the Indians their
friends. They at once realized
that the Rogues were -intelligent- people,
and, in spitée of their reputation for .-
violence and trickery, would likely give
no trouble if they were treated properly.
In a 1935 interview which appeared in
the Grants Pass Daily Courier, Lincoln,
one of Margaret's sons, told the re-
porter, "One day my father and two other
men, all on horseback, were fording the
river near our place and they saw a lit-
tle Indian boy playing on a sand bar far
below them. One of these men was bound

to shoot that little Indian boy, and he -

would have if it hadn't been for my
father. My father wouldn't let him."
The incident is a dlstressing'example
of a general attitude held by most of
the pioneers. -
One day while James was bulldlng a .
new barn, a number of Indians kept
walking back and forth .on the road be-
low, and gathering nervously into
groups to talk. Finally one of them
approached James and asked if he were "
building a "sulluk house." (a fort)-
"No," said James, "I am building a
house for my cow and my horse.” '
After a powwow, the Indians set to
work and helped James finish the barm.
Margaret, unfamiliar with the primi-
tive ways of the far west, learned many
ways of "making-do'" from the Indian
women who frequently visited her. They,
in turn, learned a great deal ‘from her,
During the final uprising of the
Takelmas, James and Margaret and their"
children were compelled to:go to the
fort although they did not wish- to do
so. James felt he was in good standing
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with the Indians and that the family
would come to no harm. "When my parents
first settled here," continued Lincoln
in the Courier story, "an Indian boy
about nine or ten yedrs old came to
live with them. Apparently he didn't -
have any near kin. A weék before the
Indian war broke out, he told my mother
and father the war was coming, then he
slipped away and joined the Indians:
He was killed at Marlal in a battle
with the white men.'

Not once during the years of tragic
conflict with the Indians, was the
Savage family threatened with violence
which was meted out to so many other -
settlers. Their neighbors, the
Birdseye family as well, who had also
won the confidence and trust of the
Indians, were treated as friends of
the Rogues and were never menaced by
them.

ver the years Margaret and James
had thirteen children. Twelve of
them lived to maturity. Both
~parents were eager for their
children to be well educated, and they
made special efforts to see that they

attended schools. All of them could

read, write and do fractions before
they entered school. Because of their

thorough schooling several members of

‘the family played important roles in
the operation of the early schools in
the area.

In 1883, when Margaret was nearlng
fifty years of age, the McKenzie family
in Illinois began planning for ‘a grand
reunion. Her brothers and sisters wrote
to her, pleading with her to attend.
Margaret, who had thought for a long
time that:she would never again see her
mother or other members of the family,
decided that making the long trip was
an impossible dream, and she didn't
seriously consider going. Although
her father had died, her mother, at 72,
was still alive, and she began longing
to see her agaln.

A little earlier in the year, Rosa,
Margaret's nine year old daughter, had
died of bronchial croup, and the family,
always close and deeply affectionate

‘with one another, was grief stricken.
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Margaret and James Savage
James felt
the trip would be good for her, and he
insisted that she attend her family re-

Margaret was heart broken.

union. Etta, the baby of the Savage
family, was only five, and of course
Margaret was. reluctant to leave her, but
James arranged for Annie, an older
daughter, to come home and care for the
little ones while Margaret was away. As
a going-away gift he gave her a full-
length sealskin coat. In the 1880s the
trains were drafty affairs at best, and
she could cuddle up and keep warm and
still be modishly clad. It took con-
siderable courage, but finally Margaret,
loaded down with luggage and a supply of
food--dining cars were unpredictable--
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set forth on the stage for Marysville
where she caught the train--a far, far
different mode of travel from the one
she and James had taken .thirty years
earlier. :

" Margaret was delighted to see her
handsome brothers and sisters, to meet
all the new members of the family, to
re-live the past and be brought up to
date on the present. But she missed
James and the children, and she soon
began counting the days until she:
could return.

The train trip east to Illinois was
somewhat of an ordeal, of course, but
it was considerably more pleasant than
the return trip. While she was in
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Illinois, the last lap of the railroad
into Grants Pass had been completed,
and passengers could stay on the train
through the entire trip. Unfortunately
that didn't make the last part of the
trip any easier. The first train came
into Grants Pass in December 1883, and
the traln which brought Margaret home
wasn't far behind it.-

She was six weeks late because of the

severe winter weather. Almost every
stream was flooded and crossings were
perilous. Margaret thought she would

never make it past the ‘Great Salt Lake,:

but finally, on a late, stormy after- -
noon, the train clanked into Grants
Pass. Along the Rogue River a storm
was raging and the streets of the lit-
tle city were deep with mud—;"hlgher
than a horse's knee."

She was travel weary and ready to -
drop in her tracks, but she was so
eager to get home that she went at
once to the 11very stable to hire-a-
horse and buggy.- The bridges over ‘the
Rogue River had washed out and the
ferry boat operators would have been
idiotic to have attempted to cross.
The owner of the stables refused to

disappointed, he relented a little and
reluctantly agreed to take her: up the
river to a spot dlrectly across from ,
Three Oaks. » :

The rain was comlng down -in acascade'

and the river was a swirling torrent;
but they finally reached the spot
where, across the Rogue, they could
see a light shining through a window,
 and, ignoring her early training to
be quiet and demure at all times, she
set up such an unholy hollering that
the famlly heard her and came out to
investigate the racket. James ran
through the downpour to the barn for
a pair of horses which he hitched to a
boat. With a great deal of shouting
‘and encouragement, tugging at the reins
and prodding, he managed to get across
the river, collect Margaret and ferry
her home. Although the homecoming
took herculean effort, it made her
return all the more thrilling.

The farm continued to prosper, the
children left home and became out-

standing citizens of the region, and
Margaref and James lived on at Three
Oaks. Margaret was content and her
tasks lessened a little each time one
of the children left. James had never
been one to travel away from Three
Oaks; but he was well-educated and
well-versed in current events, active
in county affairs and a participant
in the development of the region. He
was greatly respected by his neighbors.

1 1908, while he was doing chores
in the‘barn,JJames fell and broke
his thigh. His injuries must have
been more serious than a fractured
bone, because he failed to rally from
the injury. Two weeks: later he was
dead. He was 78 years old.
‘Margaret realized she couldn't stay
on at Three Oaks alone. She said fare-
well to the house which stood on-the

~spot she had chosen as her end of the

rainbow fifty-five years earlier. Her
son Lincoln and -his wife made a home
for her in Grants Pass. As she grew

- older she became afflicted with
. arthritis and was confined to a wheel
 chair.
rent a rig to her. She was.so b1tterly -

In her last years she developed
great enthus1asm for the automobile,
and ‘'she never tired of riding through

the countryside and observing its

wonders.' No doubt, on occasions,

‘_When she sped past Three Oakes, with
- the wind blowing in her face and the
‘road humming beneath the car, she

would recall the time when she and
James, young and strong and eager,
had ridden up to that spot in the
dusty, travel-worn covered wagon
which he had made especially for her.
In 1915, seven years after James'
death, Margaret died. She was 81.

argaret and John's thirteen
‘children were all born at
Three Oaks except William
John (1854) and Harriet
Amelia (1857) who were born in the one-
room log cabin which first stood on the
land. Gilbert Maurice (1856) was.
born at Fort Birdseye during the last
stand of the Takelmas.
The.children were musical and the
boys were especially talented. A 1877

newspaper article tells that they
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manufactured '"by their own unaided labor,
three violins and a bass wiol all of
exquisite tone and finish, and on

which they execute difficult music."

The reporter praises the family for

its other accomplishments as well: "The
boys can make a rifle or a wagon, shoe

a horse, mend a clock, work out an
algebraic problem, swing a pick in the
mines or follow a reaper with equal suc-
cess." The girls, nine in number, have
the same musical talent, but "are not
ashamed to wrestle with kitchen work,
afraid to mount a bucking horse or row
their skiff across the river even when
it is dangerously swollen. They are a

- specimen of Oregon "'Savages" that ask

no aid from the government--they can
paddle their .own canoe."

An exemplary family. They were:

WILLIAM JOHN (1854-1932)

He became one of Josephine County's most
prominent citizens. He completed his
elementary school education at the town
of Rogue River, which was called Tailholt
and Woodville before it received its
present name. After grade school he
attended the Ashland Academy where he was
awarded a teaching certificate. He
taught in several schools in Jackson
County. In 1880 he married Almira Piatt.
They had one son, Winfred. ’

In the 80s William purchased extensive
land which later became part of the city
of Grants Pass. It was developed into
townsites and William bought a farm on
Louse Creek where, at the age of 78, he
died after having suffered a lingering
illness brought on by injuries when he
was struck by a falling tree.

GILBERT MAURICE (1856-1917)

At a double wedding ceremony he married
Elvira Piatt, the twin sister of Elmira,
the wife of his brother William. Maurice
and Elvira lived near Savage Rapids and,
late in life, he became a member of the
board of county commissioners of
Josephine County. He did not live to
serve his term; he died, having suffered
for some time from Za grippe which devel-
oped into pneumonia. He and Elvira had a
daughter, Mary.
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HARRIET AMELIA
(1857-1943)
'Hattie' was the
last baby to be born
at the one room
cabin near Savage
Creek. In 1877 she
married Charles M.
Irwin in Grants Pass.
After the marriage
the couple moved to
New Meadows, Idaho,
where they lived for
many years. They had
three sons, .Tyler,
Chester and Ira. Harriet Amelia
Hattie lived to be 86 and died in
New Meadows.

JAMES CLARK
(1859-1937)

Clark was the first
child to be born at
Three Oaks. He was
educated at Rogue
River, and became

a farmer and an
engineer. He lived
near Savage Rapids
dam most of his
life. 1In 1883 he
married Carrie Green.
They had four child-
ren: James Clinton, James Clark
Laura Ardena, Leslie Lawrence and
Arthur Donald.

Three years after the death of his
wife, Clark married Emeline Latrisha
Kinkle. They had seven children:
Gracie, Aletha, Helen, Margaret®,
Lester and Marie.

James Clark died at the age of 78.

MARGARET ANN (1861-1943)

When she was 25 Margaret married
Jefferson G. Allen. Shortly after
his forty eighth birthday, while

* Clark's fourth daughter in his second
marriage, Margaret, who became Margaret
Duntham and now lives in Grants Pass,
gererously supplied the background
material and pictures for this story on
the Savage family. The historical
society is grateful to her.
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| working at the Green-
back mine, he suffered
a heart attack and
died. He was survived
by Ann and his two
children, Earl and
Maude.

In 1917 Ann married
William Little who
died a fewyears later
and in 1910 she mar-
ried Lewis Parker.
Margaret Ann died in
Grants Pass, where she
had lived all her life.

Margaret Ann

ABRAHAM LINCOLN
(1864-1950)

Lincoln was educated
at the Rock Point
school. To reach the
schoolhouse he had to
| ford the river twice
. each day and walk

| three miles both
directions. He was a
member of the first
graduating class at
the old Grants Pass
high school which

Abraham Lincoln stood where the
Washington school now stands.

In 1900 he was elected Josephine
County School Superintendent, a posi-
tion he held until 1917. That year he
became principal of the high school at
Ruch, and the following year he was
principal at Butte Falls. After that
he served four years as principal at
Kerby. 1In 1923 he was elected County
Treasurer, and held that position for
twenty five years.

In addition to his educational and
political interests he was recognized
as a botanist; he wrote many books on
the wildflowers and plants of southern
Oregon. While teaching conservation of
native plants, he did much to awaken
interest in saving wild flowers,
especially lilies. One of the schools
in the Grants Pass system has been
named for him.

In 1917 he married Ida Whlte. They
had one son, James. Lincoln died from
advanced senility at the age of 86.
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ESTHER MAY
(1865-1941)
In 1899 Esther mar-
ried Joseph Benton
Borough, a farmer.
They raised a family
of eight boys and
four girls: Mabel,
Myrtle, Floyd, Joseph,
Harold, Marl, Lionel,
Charlie, Zefton,
Vernon, Erma and
Vivian. The family
homestead was on
Cheney Creek. After Esther May
Mr. Borough's death Esther May brought
her children to Grants Pass to live.
In 1941 she died unexpectedly on her.
way to the county fair.

OLIVE ADELIA (1868-1904)

An issue of The Oregon Observer, dated
June 18, 1904, contains this obituary:

ORME, OLIVE A. 1In this city [Grants
Pass] Sunday, June 12, 1904, wife of
Grants Ulysses Orme, aged 36 years.

Deceased was a daughter of James
Savage residing near Woodville. She
was taken down six months ago with
consumption from which she died after
lingering between life and death for
months. She leaves a husband and two
children [Ransome and Nora].

LAURA EDITH
(1869-1960) _
Laura was 90 when she
died, the last of the
family. Like her
brothers and sisters
she attended school
at Woodville (Rogue
River). She married
Fred Miller in 1893
and as a bride moved
to Missouri Flat
where she lived un-
til the death of her
husband in 1941.

Laura Edith
The Millers had ten children: Mar-
guerita, Joaquin, Robert, Sidney,
Darwin, Ralph, Noel, Beulah, Etta and
Anna.
Laura Edith died in Pacific Grove
at the home pf her son Robert.
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MARY ELLA (1872-1951)
Mary Ella lived in the Grants Pass area for her entire life-
time. She taught in both Jackson and Josephine counties--at
Jerome Prairie and Allen Creek. 1In 1896 she married John H.
Meade. They had three children: Pauline, James and Mary'
Catherine. Mary Ella organized the "Junior Club" for young
people, a division of General Logan's Women's Relief Corps,
and was very active in her lodge, the Neighbors of Woodcraft.

ROSE IRENE (1874-1883)

Rose died of lung congestion when she was nine years old.
She was the only one of the Savage children who did not live
to become an adult.

CLARA ELIZABETH (1876-1949)

Except for a few years spent in California,
Clara Elizabeth lived in Josephine County for her entire life.
In 1894 she married Henry Woods. After his death she married
Archie Magill in 1901. During the last
twelve years of her life she operated
Clara's Restaurant in Kerby. She died in
that town.

Mary Blla

HENRIETTA JANE (1878-1960)

'Etta’ married Phil H. Robinson in 1898 at
Central Point. The couple had four child-
ren: Vera, Thelma, Eileen and Kenneth.
Ten years after Mr. Robinson's death in 1934
Etta married Harry Goulding.

In 1934 she and Mr. Goulding moved to Lane County.- She
lived there for sixteen years, until her death in 1960,
six months before the death of Laura Edith, the last of the
children of Margaret and James Savage.

Clara Elizabeth

Henrietta Jane

Fifty grandchildren in the neighboorhood just»might put a
strain on grandma's cookie jar. Margaret McKenzie Savage would have found a
way to cope.
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'DOUGLAS SMITH

PHOTOGRAPHER

The pictures on this page are reproductions
from tin types made by John Cotter, a peri-
patetic photographer who traveled to Oregon
from Pennsylvania. These tin types, Like the
original carte de visites, were taken with a
fifteen second exposure. Cotter has made an
extensive study of cameras and techniques
used by early photographers, and he dupli-
cates their methods in his photographic work
He travels in a horse drawn wagon with a dog
as his traveling companion.

With the large collection of photographs
from the Britt studio and the many  addi-
tional pictures of people and places given
by historically-minded donors, photography
is one of the most important programs of
the Southern Oregon Historical Society. The
photographer, Doug Smith not only records
contemporary events, he makes reproductions
of earlier pictures requested by organiza-
tions and individual patrons. Great use is
made of this service by researchers, and the
program requires constant dedicated effort
by Doug and his associates.
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Born in Sacramento, where his dad operated a family drug and variety store,
Doug early showed signs of becoming a top salesman. When other kids on the block
were discarding used toys and comic books, he made a door-to-door campaign and
sold his supply. He graduated from Encina High School, where he was president
of the senior class, and entered the University of California at Davis. Having
aspirations of becoming a lawyer, he enrolled as a political science major. He
soon found he was getting a bigger charge out of his art classes than his other
classes, and he changed to a.double major: art studio and political science.

Having to work his way through college, he became a Head Resident at a dorm.
Getting his BA required an extra year because he spent one quarter traveling
through Europe. He visited Germany, Austria, Holland, Franmce, Spain, Italy,
England and Ireland. During the tour, which he had arranged for himself, he did
a paper on the art history of France, writing it at Grenoble.

Upon his graduation he became a free lance photographer and Worked for a year
and a half for newspapers in the Davis-Sacramento area. Photographlng a travellng
carnival, he became extremely interested in documenting that colorful way of life
and, realizing he couldn't be authentic working from the outside looking in, he
secured a job with the carnival. Most fortunately, he was employed by one wof that
extremely rare breed, an honest game operator who generously gave him free time
to attend college classes. Eventually Doug became a partner in six games and
hired fellow students to operate them, The games under his management beqame
known as "College Row" and their honest operations carried quite an impact with
other carnival workers: you can run an honest game and still make it. One of his
employees was his future wife Linda. He reports that he "couldn't have made it
without her." Using his collection of pictures and experiences, he wrote his
master's thesis on the carnival. :

Doug stayed with the carnival for four years and traveled through California
and Oregon. The itinerary brought him through Ashland and he became enthusiastic
about the beauty of the area and the Ashland theater. After he received his mas-
ter's degree, and after Linda had completed her dietitian internship at Rush
Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago, in 1977, they were married.

After the honeymoon they moved to Ashland where Douglas managed a camera shop
for two and a half years. He also ‘taught two photography classes at SOC while
the professor was on sabattical leave. In March 1980 he joined the SOHS staff.
Linda works as a dietitian at the Ashland Community Hospital. On July 20 this
year Evan Douglas arrived. As the photograph reveals, he is highly thought of.

Doug states: "I hope to continue to upgrade the SOHS photograph department

-because photography has changed our whole concept of history. We should have here
a huge catalog of visual information for future historians."

o
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SOHS Bookstore Features Cassette Tape
Jacksonville History Presented

The stereo cassette tape, "You Can't Eat Gold," which was produced in the Skip
Bessonette studios in Medford, is presently available for purchase at the book
store. " This recorded program is an exciting radio play with competent actors,
announcers and musicians. It presents the authentic southern Oregon story in
dramatic form from the arrival of the first miners and pioneers, the onset of the
Indian wars and the boisterous disorder of primitive mining camps through the
establishment of the first town'to the present time. Many real people who played
51gn1f1cant roles in the area's development are portrayed by skillful actors.
Beekman, T'Vault, Jane McCully, Auntie Ganung, Madame Holt and many other
pioneers are dramatically presented. The pageant-like story is unfolded with an
appropriate musical background performed by professional musicians. Several out-
standing songs are featured including the rhythmic and singable theme song,

"You Can't Eat Gold," along with other songs which fit into the action, such as
"The Railroad Lament" and "The Three Brothers Three." Continued below
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"You Can't Eat Gold“ (Jacksonville's Historical Past in Story and Songs),has been
produced by a team of dedicated performers. The history and songs were written

by Skip Bessonette and Waldo Thompson. Tom Baloch is the principal narrator and B
Rory Boyle, Herb Beach, Mike Crowe, Marie Thompson, Pat Olson, Waldo Thompson f“
and Skip Bessonette also appear as narrators. The background music adds a lively A

touch to the drama. Musical artists are Aleen Bessonette, Gary Blackwell, Lionel
Nightingale, Waldo Thompson and Skip Bessonette. 3
One who is interested in history will find the tape fascinating. It is an out- ‘
standing example of an intriguing method of teaching the past that is entirely
enjoyable as well as educational. We recommend it.
The tape sells for $8.95 and is available in several shops in the valley.
SOHS members may purchase it at the museum book store at a 15 per cent discount.
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