


Visitors on the next Society bus tour may have the chance to view such wonders
as this 80,000-year-old mammoth column. SOHS #2453

Bus Tour to be an Overnight Success

The last Society bus tour of the
1988 summer season will be an over-
night trip to the Oregon Caves
National Monument on Thursday
and Friday, September 8-9. Discov-
ered by pioneer Elijah Davidson while
hunting in the autumn of 1874, the
cave’s long corridors tell a story cover-
ing 200 million years of geological
history.

Buses will leave the parking lot
behind the Jacksonville Museum at
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10:00 a.m. Lunch will be in Cave
Junction at the Junction Inn.

Arriving at the Oregon Caves
around 1:30 p.m., participants may
explore the caves on a 75-minute
guided tour. Approximately 6/10 of
a mile in length, the tour climbs a ver-
tical distance of 218 feet and includes
550 stairs. Walking shoes with non-
skid soles and jackets are necessary
in the passageways which may be slip-
pery, damp and cool.

Overnight accommodations and
dinner will be at the Chateau, a lodge
located near the entrance of the cave.
After the evening meal, a program on
the history of the national monument
will be presented to the group.

Friday morning is set aside for time
to discover the plant and animal life
on some of the many trails within the
park or a leisurely breakfast. The
return trip will begin at noon with a
scheduled arrival in Jacksonville
around 2:00 p.m.

The cost of the trip for members
is $48.25 per person for double
occupancy, $68.75 for single
occupancy which includes lodging
and transportation. Meals are extra.
Reservations and payment are
required and must be made no later
than 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, August 24.
Cancellations after this date are non-
refundable. A minimum number of
30 is necessary for the trip to take
place. For information, contact Susan
Cox, membership coordinator, at
(503) 899-1847.

Society Offers
Grants Assistance

Each year the Society sets aside
monies for its Grants-in-Aid Program
to help local non-profit organizations
preserve, interpret, and promote his-
tory in southwestern Oregon. In
FY88/89, $30,000 is available to help
support history-related activities and
projects throughout Jackson County.

To be eligible for funding, a pro-
ject must be accessible to the public
in its final form and be non-
commercial in nature. The applicant
must be established as a non-profit
organization prior to making appli-
cation under the Grants-in-Aid
Program.

Additional information and appli-
cation forms are available by contact-
ing the Society’s administrative
offices at (503) 899-1847. Completed
applications must be postmarked no
later than October 1, 1988. Grants
will be awarded shortly after January
1, 1989.
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Stacey Williams demonstrates hand plowing at The Willows during Farm Days,
proving once again that a woman’s work is never done.

Farm Day Brings Out Crowds

Bus after bus transported 427 “time
travelers” from Jacksonville to The
Willows on Sunday, July 17 to cele-
brate the Society’s fifth annual “Farm
Day.” Visitors to this historic farm
toured the house and grounds, view-
ing demonstrations of mule and horse
plowing, blacksmithing, soapmaking,
butter churning and other nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century farming
techniques.
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The Rogue Valley Live Steamers
returned again this year to operate the
1911 Case steam-powered tractor —
surely a highlight of the afternoon for
many farm and ranch veterans! And
the afternoon heat did not seem to
reduce the enthusiasm of the crowds
as they tapped their feet (and occa-
sionally swung their partners) to
traditional tunes performed by the
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local chapter of the Oregon Old-Time
Fiddlers.

Ticket stubs indicated that 281
individuals took advantage of the
guided tours of the Hanley home, just
missing the record of 284 set the
previous year for the greatest number
to tour the house in a single day.

Tours will be offered again Satur-
day and Sunday, August 20—21, 1-5
p.m., which will be the final weekend
The Willows will be open for the 1988
season. Members are invited to take
advantage of this opportunity to see
one of the most significant historic
sites in southern Oregon!

Board Adopts Revised
Membership Program

Following considerable rework by
the Development Committee and
incorporating much input from the
general membership, Sentinel reader-
ship, and staff, the Board of Trustees
adopted a revised membership
benefits program and dues structure
at its meeting July 26th.

The new dues structure (see accom-
panying chart) takes into considera-
tion comments from Sentinel readers,
especially those regarding the Senior
(age 65 & over) category and the
importance of the Sentinel subscrip-
tion. Instead of the proposed $8 per
year increase, the Trustees adopted a
$5 per year increase for Senior mem-
bers, so the dues go from $12 to $17
per year. The other most often men-
tioned benefit was the annual calen-
dar. While the recommendation did
include the calendar as a benefit of
the Applegate Club ($100 to $249
dues) and above, it was pointed out
that with the 15% membership dis-
count, the calendar could actually
cost less than $3, depending upon the
actual cost of each year’s edition.

The new dues structure and
categorization begins September 1st,
however, it will not take effect until
your renewal date. Therefore, if you
just recently renewed, you will not pay
any additional dues until your next
renewal date. Due to the elimination
of the Family/membership category,
all former Family members will now
be Active members. Since there was
no real change in the benefits of
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Revised Membership Benefits

& Dues Structure

LEVELS OF SUPPORT

Senior (Age 65 & Over) $17

e Bimonthly Sentinel & newsletter

e Vote for Society Trustees

e Attend annual meeting

e 20% discount on Oregon
Historial Society membership

e 15% discount in gift shop, plus
purchases of historic photo
reprints, Society publications,
and annual calendar

e Invitation to special events

e Reduced admission to events and
activities

e Discount on bus trips

Active $30-49
SAME as above

Patron’s Club $50-99

SAME as above PLUS

e One free historic photo reprint

e Special members-only workshops

e 15% discount on research assistance in research
library

Applegate Club $100-249

SAME as above PLUS

e One free annual calendar

e Additional 10%o discount on Society book purchases
incl. gift shop, annual calendar, historic photo reprints,
and publications

Siskiyou Club $250-499

SAME as above PLUS

¢ Public recognition in history center
e Membership wall plaque

e “Behind-the-scenes” tour

Peter Britt Club $500-999

SAME as above- PLUS

e Two free admissions to all events

e [nvitation to exclusive special events

President’s Club $1,000 and above
SAME as above PLUS

¢ [nvitation to President’s Dinner
e One free U. S. Hotel room rental
e Free Society bus trip for two

See below for additional categories
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membership in that category, families
are still welcome to attend all facili-
ties, activities and events. Simply use
your old membership card until it
expires. The former Individual and
Contributor member categories will
also be considered Active members
under the new program. We will not
have any special mailing to all mem-
bers on the new structure because
everyone will receive all necessary
information in the renewal notice.

Finally, the intention of the Board
and the Committee which worked
and reworked the program was and is
to provide the most attractive mem-
bership package to the largest num-
ber of people possible. We know that
in order to grow, some things have to
change; and any time things are
changed there is the possibility that
someone, somewhere might not fully
agree with those changes. The Board
believes that the adopted changes will
be attractive to prospective new mem-
bers and renewing members and help
form a solid financial basis for the
Society’s future. If you have any ques-
tions or further comments, please
don’t hesitate to write to the Board or
staff at any time.

Additional Membership
Categories

Additional categories include Jun-
jor Historian, which has dues of $5
per year and benefits include: Junior
Historian badge, for admission to
events; the Junior Historian 7é//-A-
Gram, and invitations to special
events.

The new business membership cat-
egories include: Business Contribu-
tor, with dues from $100 to $499, and
has the same benefits as the Siskiyou
Club; and the Business Benefactor
category, with dues of $500 and over,
with the same benefits as the Presi-
dent’s Club, except for up to Sentinel
subscriptions instead of the free bus
trips.

There are also three categories for
nonprofit organizations to join the
Society based upon budget: Budgets
from $1 to $49,999 pay dues of $30;
budgets from $50,000 to $499,999 pay
$50; and nonprofits with budgets
above $500,000 pay $100.
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Pottery Exhibit Scheduled

The Society has planned the opening
of a new exhibit, “Hannah Pottery,”
for October 8, 1988, in the Jackson-
ville Museum. Since last summer, a
regional search for additional Han-
nah wares has identified approxi-
mately thirty pots in the Society’s and
private collections as products of the
nineteenth-century pottery near
Shady Cove.

These sturdy utilitarian crocks,
jugs, churns, bowls, and irrigation
pipe may lie in unused corners around
southern Oregon. It’s not too late to
find out if that ceramic pot on the
shelf at home is a “Hannah” or not.
For assistance with identification or
more information, contact Jim
Robinson, 535-4281; Nancy Ingram,
535-1416, both members of Clayfolk,
a local organization of potters; or
Coordinator of Exhibits Jime
Matoush, (503) 899-1847.

A Living Memorial

Last month several families made
living memorial contributions to the
Southern Oregon Historical Society
to commemorate family members
who recently passed away. The Soci-
ety wishes to extend its sincere grati-
tude to the family and friends of Fred
Middlebusher, George and Annie
Burg, and Docia Stokes for their
generous and thoughtful gifts to the
Society.

Mr. Middlebusher’s gift came from
the E. Homer Edgecombs in Red-
ding, California, because of an arti-
cle that appeared in the November
1987 issue of the Sentinel including
a photograph of Fred Middlebusher
in the story on “The Game Warden
and the Poacher.”

The gift in memory of the Burgs
came from their nephew Charles
Fosterling of Portland because his
aunt and uncle had lived in Jackson
County most of their lives.

The memorial to Docia Stokes
came from a distant relative in far off
East Bloomfield, New York, and was
accompanied by a most interesting
letter on this fascinating pioneer

August 1988

woman who died at the age of 104 in
Portland last spring.

Ms. Elle’s grandmother was a
southern Oregonian born in Med-
ford, and she fondly recalls visiting
her great-grandmother in Medford
when she was but a small child. She
still claims Oregon as her home even
though she lives in New York.

Contributions and outright
bequests of this type are lasting
benefits to the Society in its pursuit
of the goals to preserve, promote and
interpret the rich history of this region
to all citizens. With the recent
changes in the tax laws, you may wish
to consider a living memorial gift or
bequest to the Society in your will. In
that manner you may help unlock the
door of history to the future for
generations to come.

History Center Update

Ronald Slusarenko, principal, and
Rick Heiserman, representing the W.
E. Group architectural and planning
firm from Portland, presented revised
plans for the History Center to the
Board at its meeting July 12th.

Following significant input from
the Society’s Development Commit-
tee and staff, the Board authorized
the architects to prepare construction
bid documents for Phase I of the pro-
ject. Current plans call for bidding
the project in September with a six-
month construction period to begin
in October. The plans will allow the
Society to open this new facility, with
a minimum of extra interior remodel-
ing, for the amount currently in the
building fund. The Society will
undertake Phase II of the project as
development funding is secured.

The Society really owes a debt of
gratitude to members of the Roxy
Ann Gem and Mineral Society, who
operate the Crater Rock Museum in
Central Point, for helping remove
shelving and miscellaneous building
materials from the interior of the
building. The volunteer crews worked
tirelessly for many long hours saving
building materials of all types for
reuse in their museum and storage
area. These dedicated senior citizens
literally saved the Society several
thousand dollars in demolition costs.

Society Officers Elected,
New Board Members
Announced

Dr. Carl Shaff, superintendent of
the Rogue River School District, was
elected president of the Southern Ore-
gon Historical Society for the
1988/89 Society year by the Board of
Trustees at its meeting July 12th in the
Jackson County E.S.D. offices,
Medford.

Dr. Shaff is in his second year on
the Board and has been an active par-
ticipant in determining the policy
direction for the Society.

Joining Dr. Shaff as officers for
1988/89 are: Donald McLaughlin,
immediate past president from Med-
ford who was elected 1st vice presi-
dent and will remain on the Board’s
Executive Committee; Dan Hull, sec-
ond year Board member from Jack-
sonville, elected 2nd vice president;
Mary Foster, also in her second year
on the Board and from Medford,
elected secretary; and William Bagley,
re-elected to a second three-year term
on the Board in June also re-elected
for a seoncd term as treasurer.

Two long-standing, hard-working
contributing members went off the
Board in June. Vicki Bryden, Med-
ford, and Laurel Prairie-Kuntz, also
Medford, had completed two full
three-year terms on the Board.

Mark Wolfe, recently elected to a
three-year term, resigned to attend a
museum studies graduate program in
Vermont. Mark was replaced by
Thomas Parks, Jacksonville, by
appointment at the July 12th
meeting.

Tom Parks is a Jacksonville attor-
ney and former mayor of the city. He
has been a teacher, computer
programmer, and forklift driver, not
necessarily in that order. He received
his bachelor’s degree from Stanford
University, a masters degree from the
University of Illinois, and his law
degree from Duke University. Tom
has been very active in community
affairs including serving as president
of the Cascade Community Hospital
Community Board and working with
the Britt Festivals.
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The Society’s
newest exhibit, Making Tracks: The
Impact of Railroading in the Rogue
Valley at the Jacksonville Museum
traces the coming and going of the
railroad, how it changed people’s lives
and the valley economy, its local role
in the nation’s battles overseas, and
the introduction of the railroad
worker as an important part of the
valley’s communities. Admission is
free. Hours listed below.

Home
Entertainment: 1852-1988 exhibit
that looks at the variety of pastime
activities that families and individuals
have pursued during their leisure
hours at home. Chappell-Swedenburg
House Museum. Free.

The Southern Oregon
Historical Society Board of Trustees
will hold its monthly meeting in the
Education Service District building,
101 N. Grape, Medford, at 7:30 p.m.
Members and the general public are
invited.

SINCE 1946

Piece by Piece:
This children’s workshop will intro-
duce and explore the art, history, and
traditions of quilt making. Both old
and contemporary examples will be
available for study. During the two
days, participants, age 9-14, will piece
and quilt their own block for a pil-
low cover or pot holder. Pre-
registration is required and limited to
15. A fee of $5.50 ($4.50 for mem-
bers) covers the cost of materials. Call
(503) 889-1847, ext. 227.

Southern Oregon
Historical Society Research Library
will be closed to the public.

Final Opening Day
for the Beekman House.

Harvest Festival: An
afternoon of traditional craft demon-
strations and activities at the Beek-
man House.

Opening of the Hannah Pottery
Exhibit At the Jacksonville Museum.
(See “Society Update” inside for more
information.)

HISTORICAL
OREGON gaag SOCIETY

PO. Box 480, Jacksonville, Oregon 97530-0480

The

Table Rock Sentinel
is the monthly
magazine of the
Southern Oregon
Historical Society

All offices and department of the
Southern Oregon Historical Society, except
the Chappell-Swedenburg House Museum,
may be reached by calling (503) 899-1847.

he Chappell-Swedenburg House
useum’s telephone number is (503)
488-1341.

Jacksonville Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206
North Sth Street, Jacksonville, OR 97530.
Open Mon.-Sun., 10 am.-5 p.m.

Research Library in the Jacksonville
Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206 North Sth
Street, Jacksonville, OR 97530. Open
Mon.-Sun., 1-5 p.m., Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Children’s Museum, P.O. Box 480, 206
North Sth Street, Jacksonville, OR 997530.
Open Mon.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Chappell-Swedenburg House Museum,
990 Siskiyou Boulevard, Ashland, OR
979520. Open Tues.-Sat., 1-5 p.m.

Administration Offices, Armstrong House,
375 East California Street, Jacksonville,
OR 97530. Open Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Concert: Bob Bovee,
a musician from St. Paul, Minnesota,
will perform a variety of traditional
railroad tunes at the U. S. Hotel in
conjunction with the exhibit “Making
Tracks: The Impact of Railroading in
the Rogue Valley” on display at the
Jacksonville Museum.
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