






Lifetime 
Patricia Cook Harrington, Central Point 
Robert J. DeArmond, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Mer{ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Medford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford 
Robert L. Lewis,jacksonville 
Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City 
Davis Young, Medford 

Honorary Lifetime 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, 

Medford 
Francis and Mary Cheney, 
Ben B. Cheney Foundation, 
Tacoma, WA 

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, 

Medford 
Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy 
Mrs. Edna Knox, Medford 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, 
Ashland 

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland 

New Members 

CURATOR 
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Bowen, 

Central Point 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Virginia Eddy Snow, Eagle Point 

FAMILY 
Paula Assali, Medford 
Dorothy Orth Barnes, Medford 
Mr. Batten and Ms. Hatfield, Talent 
Alaina Gotzman, Medford 
The Gradwell Family, jacksonville 
Glen and Clara Harper, White City 
John Henson, Medford 
Lori K. Johnson, Medford 
Blair Kennedy, Phoenix 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schatz, Medford 
Hubert Smith, jacksonville 
The Spencer Family, Jacksonville 
Edith Tavalero, Medford 
Cindy Taylor, Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. TerryTerrall,Ashland 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
Nita Albrecht, Brookings 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald M. Estep, Florence 
Bette Gorden, St. Louis, MO 
Sandy Proebstel, Ashland 
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FRIEND 
Luba Adams, Ashland 
Mary M. Badley, Medford 
Douglas County Library, Roseburg 
Cathy Goyoneche, jacksonville 
Chuck Head, Medford 
Teresa Mettler, Portland 

Renewing Members 

DIRECTOR 
Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori, 
jacksonville 

BUSINESS 
Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, 

jacksonville 

PIONEER/CURATOR 
Carol Hamlin, Medford 
Ben Trowbridge, Shelton, WA 

CURATOR 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Bergstrom, Jr., 
Medford 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Dorothy A. Cook, Medford 
Roberta P. Ellison, Contoocook, NH 
Stephen P. and Jerry Meyers, Medford 
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Reynolds, Ashland 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Barnum, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted J. Bauer, Central Point 
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bennett, jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Grassley, 

Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Herbold, Ashland 
*Mr . and Mrs. Robert J. Kush, 
jacksonville 

Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Roddam, 
Central Point 

Sallie E. Shippen, Ashland 
Beverly Bishop Spidel, Tigard 
P.K. Taylor, Sacramento, CA 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. William G. Carter, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack R. Dumas, Medford 
*Lewis Fields, Williams 
Laura Jeanne Frost, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Long, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon E. Miller, 
North Bend 

Robert Pearson, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ross, Madison, WI 
Wilma Houston Simmons, Medford 
Jim and Shigayo Smith, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Sprague, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Stark, Medford 
*Dorothy M. Wilson, Medford 
*Virginia Witter, Gresham 

FAMILY 
Don Laws, Ashland 
Robert W. Borden, Redding, CA 
*Nancy J. Bringhurst, Ashland 
*Elizabeth Corethers, Eagle Point 
*Bernice Curler, Central Point 
The Murrit Davis Family, Eagle Point 
Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Dill, Medford 
Harriet J. Dorris, Medford 
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Mr. and Mrs. Otto Ewaldsen, 
Port Ludlow, WA 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Gerber, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Gould, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Gustafson, 
jacksonville 

Charlotte Knowles, Ashland 
Don Laws, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. C.A. Leahy, Medford 
�M�~�.� and Mrs. Dale Lininger, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Maloney, Ashland 
Lawrence L. Powell, Ashland 
Beulah B. Smith, Eagle Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spatz, Medford 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
Kenneth R. Beebe, Central Point 
Mark E. Boyden, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. William Breeden, Medford 
Marian Cosner, Bend 
Thomas A. Emmens, Eugene 
Theressa Fisher, Eagle Point 
Dr. John W. Hakanson, Milwaukie 
Roland C. Lindsay, Medford 
Jean Lust, Medford 
Jack P. Martin, Lafoyette, LA 
Gary Poole, Wallowa 
William Poole, Oregon City 
Gordon Stanley, Eagle Point 
Vera B. Weaver, San Pablo, CA 
Carol Wilson, Grants Pass 

FRIEND 
Leni Assali, Eagle Point 
Cyd Bagley, Medford 
Thomas Basi, Stayton 
Ralph I. Britton, Portland 
Will Brown, Ashland 
Barbara S. Carse, Central Point 
Dorothy B. Duthie, Ashland 
Richard G. Eastin, Medford 
Eugene L. Edwards, Medford 
Marvin L. Gettling, Ashland 
Jean Garman Gibbons, Medford 
Cynthia Guthrie, Phoenix 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Harvey, Medford 
Heart of Medford Association, Medford 
Betty Hedberg, Portland 
Gerald Hellinga, Medford 
KDRVTV,Medford 
Jean Zacharisen Kircher, Tigard 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Lawson, Roseville, CA 
Bill Lorton, Medford 
Sally Lowell, Ben Lomond, CA 
Ira D. Luman, Portland 
Sharon Marston, Medford 
Don C. Miller, Talent 
Marguerite Mullaney, Medford 
Sharon Nelson, Ashland 
Henry W. Olson, Medford 
Catherine A. Parlier, Talent 
Robert S. Saunders, Ashland 
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert Six, Medford 
Leilia Sparks, Phoenix 
Bonnie Symmonds, Medford 
Barbara M. Thompson, Medford 
Neil Thorson, Medford 
Todd Watson, White City 
Verna E. Wilson, Canyonville 

*Indicates upgraded membership category or 
monetary contribution in addition to 
membership dues for Society programs. 

TODAY 

Donors 

IN KIND 
Deli Down 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Mr. and Mrs. Ludwell Sibley 
Mr. and Mrs. Georges St. Laurent 
Claude, Cindy, and Ian Taylor 
Mrs. Harriet M. Winton 

MEMORIALS 
Vicki Capp 
Dick Bales 
Erika Brason 
Gail Orell 

in memory of Hazel Bales 

EDUCATION COLLECTION 
Bill Bradshaw 
Ken and Anita Corliss 
Beverly Gambello 
Debrah Lawrence 

GENERAL COLLECTION 
William Alley 
Vicki Bryden 
M.R. Bushnell 
Barbara T. Causey 
James A. Farmer 
Beverly Gambello 
Peggyann Hutchinson 
Gerald Latham 
Ron Leavens 
Lou Lyman 
Marjorie O'Harra 
LaDona Lindquist Parson 
Marlene A. Pean 

Southern Oregon 
Historical Society 
Foundation 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Laura J. Frost 

CIRCLES OF GIVING 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertram D. Winston 

Friend ................. $20 
Family ................. $30 
Patron . . .. .. ........ $60-$90 
Curator or Business .$120-$200 
Director .......... $250-$500 
Lifetime . . ........... $1,000 
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IST0RICALLY, AsHLAND HAS BEEN A TOWN G>}' UNIQUE 
visionaries with the ability to make things happen, people 

Chester Cc;my, the city's parks superintendent for . 
thitty-drree year:s. "Without him," says CUFrent parks 

"We couldn't afford tractors," Corry later recalled. "We did it the 
hard way-by hand."3 

After a time, the Corrys moved into another house insiCle the 
park. Their little daughter Janet took naps with a zoo fawn and 

superintendent Ken Mickelsen, fili:il~~~~~~~~=~--·~~~ii~~~.:i~ii~ "tlle l(i)O-aere Lithia Park would 
not be what it is today."J: 

basked' in the park's magical 
surroundings. Doris taught 
school. The Corrys 
participated in community 
and church activities, but 
their lives mainly centered 
on the park and its needs. 

!Born in Columbia, North 
~akota, in 1906, Co~ grew up 
en his father's ot:ange grove in 
Glendora, €:alifornia. In !1930, 
he gcyduated in lanascape 
arcllltecture from ®regon 
~cultural College (now 
©regCi>n State University) and in 
1.931, fie met and married Doris 
~aidner, a young tea¢her. ffis 
landScaping positions at Mount 
:Wassen National Par:k, then 
Portland's Lambert <Gardens, 
g!lv.:e hifn the ~erience to 
beoome Asllland's assistant 
parks superintendent in '1936. 

\ 

\ 

The late councilman 
David Kerr claimed, "The 
council voted to fund 
whatever Chet Corry needed 
because he was a man of 
integrity who did his 
homework. "4 

When the ~OFryS arrived in 
1\sh:llmd, most of the land 
Beyond the lbwer duGk pond 
was nothing but a Wilderness 
following Ashland Creek up the 
nigged cany,:on. Gorry's job was 
to develop the plans laia out by. 
Jbhn: Md.elaren, design.ex: o£ San 

Ghet Corry enjoys the scent of a flower toward the end ofa long career 
thati/eft an indelible mark on the landscape of Ashland-~ beautiful 
Lithia Park. 

Corry and the park 
survived floods, snow, 
draughts, vandalism, 
servicemen's pranks-, the 
1960s counterculture, huge 
crowds, geese wandering 
into town, and zoo animals' 
antics. (Corry was once 
locked in the monkey cage!) 

According to Lois Walker, 
longtime Medford resident, 
"Chet Corry loved the park. 
He was 'Mr. Lithia Park'! 

FranciscCi>'s Golden Gate Park, who had been Gommissioned by the 
clty of .Asl:iland. Howevex:, the Great Depression held the country 
in its grip, and the city CCi>Wdn't afford to hire a crew. But that 
didrilt: stop ©liet. Tile <E:ex:rys moved into a small house inside the 
park and the one-man crew rolled up his sleeves and got to work. 

Ac;cording t@ his wife, "~net ftaa a calm personality, but there 
\WllS a twinkle in his eye. W:e tackled an}'t:hiqg tllat happened with 
confidem;:e."2 With nelp from New Deal-era Works Progress 
1tdrninistration and National Recovery Administration crews, he 
relandscaped the E}lautauqua area and developed the new 
nineteen-acre pared donated ll>y the C.W. Roots. 

In 1<937, Corry oecame. parks superintendenHI. jCi>b he 
cilieri.shed. He combed the hills for plant speccimens, dug holes, 
plartted, pruned, created tumbling falls, gentle rapids, bridges, a 
nursery, a playground, ang a zoo. 

t:~~ 
SOUTHERN~~~~ HISTORICAL 

OREGON 1111 SOCIETY -
106 N. Ce ntral A ve. 

Everyone raved about the wonderful work he was doing."5 
Chet Corry retired in 1969 and spent his remaining years as a 

consultant until he died in 1989. Evidence of his handiwork can 
still be seen today in the older rhedodendrons throughout the park. 
He may be gone, but the park winds still whisper his name. t 

Molly Walker Kerr is a Medfordfree/ance writer, whose childhood memories of 
Lithia Park .spurred her to later become a Medford parks commissioner. 

ENDNOTES: 
1. Interview with Ken Mickelsen, Ashland parks superintendent, June 1989 

and 17 NOYember 2000. 
2. Interview with Doris Corcy, 23 June 1989. 
3. Medford Mail Tribune, 13 January 1980. 
4. Interview with Ashland City Councilman David Kerr, author's father-in

law, in 1964. 
5. Interview with Lois Walker, author's ~other, 26 September 2000. 
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