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NE OF SOUTHERN OREGON’S MOST
O memorable drives follows Highway 62

up out of the Rogue Valley toward the
headwaters of its namesake river. After
reaching the Prospect plateau, the highway
enters a corridor of old - and second - growth
forest that grows right up to the edge of the
asphalt. Tall sugar pine branches bend over the
road high above, loaded with distinctive
eighteen-inch cones hanging pendulously from
the branch tips. Forest road signs tick off side-
trip destinations that tempt one to tarry:
Natural Bridge, Woodruff Meadows, Ginkgo
Basin. But our destination is a historic
stopping point near the turnoff to Crater Lake:
the resort community of Union Creek.

Union Creek is named after nearby Union
Peak, which in turn was named by pro-Union
prospectors during the Civil War.! Because
access to the turbulent upper Rogue is so
difficult along much of its length, Union Creek
offers the most accessible drinking water in the
area. Indians stopped at the creek as they
traveled to the mountain ridge tops to gather
huckleberries. The first European-Americans
in the upper Rogue country may have been
Hudson's Bay Company fur trappers exploring
with Peter Skene Ogden’s party in 1827,2 but
miners, loggers, and settlers began filtering in
in the 1850s.

The present Union Creek Resort lodge replaced the

first one, destroyed by fire in 1936. But Union Cre

has been an important stopping point for travelers
since the Civil War era and long before.

In the 1860s prospectors on their way to the
John Day gold mines of Eastern Oregon
blazed a trail through the Union Creek area.
Parts of the “John Day Trail” later saw use as a
wagon route to Fort Klamath by the military.
The Woodruff family had a cabin on Union
Creek and catered to travelers; the family also
opened a toll road to the berry fields on
Huckleberry Mountain.3 Because of Union
Creek’s convenient location on the routes to
Diamond Lake and Crater Lake, it became
much more popular when visitors could travel
by automobile to those locations. The Forest
Service developed a primitive campground in
the area by 1917.4

With increased traffic came development.
About 1922, James Grieve built a store and
cottages at Union Creek. The next year, Ed
Becklehymer built a e and delicatessen
(the present Becky’s Café).> In 1927 Ed
Regnier bought out Grieve, and the following
year he built a lodge and more cabins. But in
the spring of 1936 Regnier’s lodge burned and
a new one was built. That lodge still stands,
and one of its outstanding features is the stone
fireplace in the lobby; built of opalized wood
hauled from Lakeview.6

Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal ushered in
massive public works projects and programs at
the government’s expense. One such program,

the Civilian Conservation Corps, brought
thousands of young men to the Northwest
work in the outdoors. The Prospect Range
District of the Rogue River National Fores
became home to two CCC camps, one at 1
Creek and the other at Union Creek.

Union Creek’s biggest growth came in tt
1930s when the CCC built several building
including a warehouse complex, residences,
various other structures. The wooden build
are fine examples of 1920s rustic architectu
many of them featuring the Forest Service
pine-tree symbol.”

The area is one of great natural beauty.
Union Creek lies in the transition area bety
the ponderosa-pine and Douglas-fir zones;
addition to mammoth sugar pines, white p
Noble fir, white fir, lodgepole pine, and
western and mountain hemlock can be fou
here. Blacktail and mule deer and Roosevel
elk share the forest with black bears and
coyotes. Recreational opportunities include
fishing, camping, hiking, and snow sports.

The Union Creek Resort is forty miles
northeast of Medford on Highway 62, the
Crater Lake Highway. Becky's Café is oper
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. June through
September; call for winter hours (541-560-
3563). The telephone number for the lodg:
541-560-3565. &
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