






Lifetin1e 
Patricia Ingram Cook, Central Point 
Robert J. DeArmond, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. John Hamlin, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight, Mec(ford 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Mec(ford 
Robert L. Lewis,jacksonville 
Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz, Los Angeles, CA 
Alice Mullaly, Central Point 
Ram Offset Lithographers, White City 
Davis Young, Mec(ford 

Honorary Lifetime 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent L. Armstrong, 

Mec(ford 
Francis and Mary Cheney, 
Ben B. Cheney Foundation, 
Tacoma, WA 

Robertson E. Collins, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Heffernan, 

Mec(ford 
Ms. Jean W. Jester, Sandy 
Mrs. Edna Knox, Mec(ford 
Marjorie O'Harra, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Rowlett, 
Ashland 

Mrs. Mary Tooze, Portland 

New Members 

DIRECTOR 
Patricia L. Blair, Mec(ford 

FAMILY 
Andy and Ann Batzer, Jacksonville 
Franny Buell, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. William W . Cox, 

Central Point 
Marcella Evans, Mec(ford 
Shanthi Gamble, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Don Hammond, Ashland 
Bert Gill, Gold Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Hatch, Gold Hill 
Doug Huston and Karen Jacobsen, 
Me(ijord 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Immenschuh, 
Mec(ford 

. and Mrs. Gary Jensen, Jacksonville 
Charles R. Long, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Newman, 
Jacksonville 

Cord A. Rotz, Mec!ford 
lisa Stevenson, Ashland 
aureen Williams, Eagle Point 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
[ani Hale, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Gillis Hannigan, 
Klamath Falls 

2harles Lassiter, Papaikou, HI 
3usan Dibert Wood, San jose, CA 

FRIEND 
\tlindy Burns, Sammamish, WA 
\tlr. and Mrs. Don Hammond, Ashland 
3lossom House, Shady Cove 
3ettie Huson, Central Point 
(ay J. Maser, Ashland 

Pro£ Norman Murdock, Cincinnati, OH 
Sharon Tooke, Mec!ford 

Renewing Members 

PIONEER/CURATOR 
Helen J. Collins, Mec(ford 

CURATOR 
*James L. Auchincloss, Ashland 
*Mr . and Mrs. Robert Potvin, Mec!ford 
Dr. and Mrs. Leo J. Van Dijk, Ashland 

BUSINESS 
Minuteman Press, Mec(ford 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Helen E. Barrow, Eagle Point 
Eugene Peart Bennett, Jacksonville 
Mike Burton, Portland 
*Owen 0. Hall, Mercer Island, WA 
Mr. and Mrs. James Key, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Mayfield, Mec(ford 
Don Simpson, Lakewood, WA 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace B. Brill, Mec(ford 
Anne F. Decker, Ashland 
Barbra Fields, Ashland 
*Dixie Lee Fleeger, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger G. Hewitt, Mec(ford 
*Carole A. Holzkamp, Mec(ford 
Dr. and Mrs. Greg N. Miller, Mec(ford 
Lovella Moore, Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Neal, Talent 
''N.' Peterson, Mec!ford 
*Mr. and Mrs. Don Reynolds, Ashland 
William C. Thomas, Mec(ford 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
Lana McGraw Boldt, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Carr, Mec!ford 
David Colvig, San Francisco, CA 
Richard M . Colvig, Oakland, CA 
Laura Gentner Dunwald, Grants Pass 
Dr. and Mrs. James Birdsey Gregory, 
Long Beach, CA 

Mr. and Mrs. Gifford Lee, Ashland 
Claire Covig Oberon, Paso Robles, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome C. Smith, Grants Pass 
Charles 0. Swingle, Mec(ford 

FAMILY 
Jack Altman, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Blackhurst, Mec(ford 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Bolton, 
Mec!ford 

Dr. and Mrs. James C. Cruickshank, 
Mec!ford 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Curry, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank DeSantis, 

San Mateo, CA 
*Theresa Gieg, jacksonville 
Lois N. Harrison, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Hartman, 
Jacksonville 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Henry, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Qye S. Jameson, 
Jacksonville 

Dave and Ollie Johnson, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Lewis, Mec(ford 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Likins, Mec(ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Mackey, Gold Hill 
Peter Partipilo and Mary Jo Scarim, 
J acksonvz7le 
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*Liz Pursell, Jacksonville 
Barbara Ragus, Mec!ford 
Milton R. Snow, Mec!ford 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Thurnler, 

Central Point 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack D. Wood, Mec!ford 

PIONEER/FRIEND 
Elmer G. Bailey, jacksonville 
Patricia R. Baum, Central Point 
Barbara Butler Kellenbeck, Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Creel, Talent 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Culy, Tempe, AZ 
Gwen Edgecomb, Redding, CA 
Nancy Firth, Grants Pass 
Eloise E. Friesen, Mec!ford 
John Hinderer, Central Point 
Melanie Kuhne!, Eureka, CA 
Cleo M . Smith, Ashland 
Ben Stinson, San Mateo, CA 
Mary Jean Sturdevant, Tacoma, WA 
Patricia Watson, Mec!ford 
Mary M. Wilkinson, Mec(ford 
Robert L. Wobbe, Mec!ford 
Ann Younger Harwood, Moscow, ID 

FRIEND 
Ashland Historic Commission, Ashland 
John Austbo, jacksonville 
Carol Barrett, Mec!ford 
John A. Beare, Keizer 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary D. Crocker, 
Huntington Beach, CA 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn L. Crocker, 
Desert Hot Springs, CA 

Viola M. Davis, j acksonville 
Wesley A. Downing, Mec(ford 
Jean H . Finch, Redmond 
Libby Hocker, Rogue River 
William Howell, White City 
John Kuoni, Basking Ridge, N] 
Joanne M. Mack, Granger, IN 
Nancy Clark Martin, Easton, MD 
Donna B. McLanahan, Honolulu, HI 
The William P. Meyer Family, Mec!ford 
Fern Mix, Mec!ford 
Gertrude W. Revoir, Ashland 
Lorraine Savage, Mec!ford 
Howard Saxon, Las Vegas, NV 
Margaret E. Shaw, Grants Pass 
Margaret D. Stephen, Mec!ford 
Ethel A. Warrender, Mec(ford 
Anita Wheeler, Central Point 
Rosamond G. Zanides, Salinas, CA 

*Indicates upgraded membership category or 
monetary contribution in addition to 
membership dues for Society programs. 

Donors 

IN KIND 
Deli Down 

SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
City of]acksonville 
Oregon Community Foundation, 
Harriet M. Winton 

Pat Super 

GENERAL COLLECTION 
Vern Arnold 
Caroline Carroll 
Kristen A. Ettner 
Mrs. C. Norman Gail 

TODAY 

Carol Jean Hazeltine 
Jeff LaLande 
Shannon McElroy and Eugene Papineau 
U.S. Forest Service, Pamela Conners 
Umpqua National Forest 
Don Wilkinson 

EDUCATION COLLECTION 
Beverly Gambello 

Southern Oregon 
Historical Society 
Foundation 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
John A . Beare 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace B. Brill 
Gwen Edgecomb 
Barbra Fields 
Eloise E. Friesen 
Libby Hocker 
Wilma Houston Simmons 
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We invite YOU to 
become a member! 

Your membership will support: 
preservation of Southern Oregon's 
rich heritage; Society exhibits and 
educational events; outreach to 
schools; workshops for adults and 
children; living history programs; and 
tours and demonstrations at historic 
Hanley Farm. 

Members receive Southern Oregon 
Heritage Today, the Society's monthly 
magazine with newsletter, providing a 
view into the past and keeping you 
up-to-date on services provided by 
the Society. 

For membership information, call 
Susan Smith at 773-6536. 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 
Friend .... .. .......... . $20 
Family .. . ........ ..... . $30 
Patron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $60-$90 
Curator or Business . . .... $120-$200 
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $250-$500 
Lifetime ... . .. . .. ... ... . $1,000 

Leave a Legacy of Southern Oregon 
is a community-wide program 
established to create public 
awareness and to promote interest 
in charitable giving through a will or 
from an estate. The Southern 
Oregon Historical Society is 
participating in Leave a Legacy. 
Mary Hanley bequeathed Hanley 
Farm to the Society in 1982, thereby 
leaving a historic legacy for 
Southern Oregon residents and 
visitors who can now experience the 
farm's rich history. 
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memorable drives follows Highway 62 
up out of the Rogue Valley toward the 

headwaters of its namesake river. After 
reaching the Prospect plateau, the highway 
enters a corridor of old - and second - growth 
forest that grows right up to the edge of the 
asphalt. Tall sugar pine branches bend over the 
road high above, loaded with distinctive 
eighteen-inch cones hanging pendulously from 
the branch tips. Forest road signs tick off side­
trip destinations that tempt one to tarry: 
Natural Bridge, Woodruff Meadows, Ginkgo 
Basin. But our destination is a historic 
stopping point near the turnoff to Crater Lake: 
the resort community ofUnion Creek. 

Union Creek is named after nearby Union 
Peak, which in turn was named by pro-Union 
prospectors during the Civil War.l Because 
access to the turbulent upper Rogue is so 
difficult along much of its length, Union Creek 
offers the most accessible drinking water in the 
area. Indians stopped at the creek as they 
traveled to the mountain ridge tops to gather 
huckleberries. The first European-Americans 
in the upper Rogue country may have been 
Hudson's Bay Company fur trappers exploring 
with Peter Skene Ogden's party in 1827,2 but 
miners, loggers, and settlers began filtering in 
in the 1850s. 

If~~ 
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The present Union Creek R esort lodge replaced tht 
first one, destroyed by .fire in 1936. But Union Cre 
has been an important stopping point for travelm 
since the Civil War era and long bifore. 

In the 1860s prospectors on their way to the 
John Day gold mines of Eastern Oregon 
blazed a trail through the Union Creek area. 
Parts of the john Day Trail" later saw use as a 
wagon route to Fort Klamath by the military. 
The Woodruff family had a cabin on Union 
Creek and catered to travelers; the family also 
opened a toll road to the berry fields on 
Huckleberry Mountain.3 Because of Union 
Creek's convenient location on the routes to 
Diamond Lake and Crater Lake, it became 
much more popular when visitors could travel 
by automobile to those locations. The Forest 
Service developed a primitive campground in 
the area by 1917.4 

With increased traffic came development. 
About 1922, James Grieve built a store and 
cottages at Union Creek. The next year, Ed 
Becklehymer built a garage and delicatessen 
(the present Becky's Cafe) .S In 1927 Ed 
Regnier bought out Grieve, and the following 
year he built a lodge and more cabins. But in 
the spring of1936 Regnier's lodge burned and 
a new one was built. That lodge still stands, 
and one of its outstanding features is the stone 
fireplace in the lobby, built of opalized wood 
hauled from Lakeview. 6 

Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal ushered in 
massive public works projects and programs at 
the government's expense. One such program, 

the Civilian Conservation Corps, brought 
thousands of young men to the NnrthwP!>tl 

work in the outdoors. The Prospect 
District of the Rogue River National 
became home to two CCC camps, one at 
Creek and the other at Union Creek. 

Union Creek's biggest growth came in 
1930s when the CCC built several 
including a warehouse complex, """·'u.:;"'-''"i 
various other structures. The wooden 
are fine examples of 1920s rustic cu.utul'''-l'1 

many of them featuring the Forest Service 
pine-tree symbol. 7 

The area is one of great natural 
Union Creek lies in the transition area 
the ponderosa-pine and Douglas-fir 
addition to mammoth sugar pines, white 
Noble fir, white fir, lodgepole pine, and 
western and mountain hemlock can be 
here. Blacktail and mule deer and 
elk share the forest with black bears and 
coyotes. Recreational opportunities · 
fishing, camping, hiking, and snow sports. 

The Union Creek Resort is forty miles 
northeast of Medford on Highway 62, the 
Crater Lake Highway. Becky's Cafe is 
8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. June through 
September; call for winter hours (541 
3563). The telephone number for the 
541-560-3565.1 

ENDNOTES 
1. Lewis McArthur, Oregon Geographic Names, 

Fourth EditiiJTI (Portland: Oregon Historical 
Society, 1974), p. 750. 

2. Jeff LaLande, First Over the Siskiyous 
Oregon Historical Society, 1987), p. 73. 

3. M:ujorie O'Harra, Southern Oregon Short Trips 
into History (Medford: Southern Oregon 
Historical Society, 1985), p. 119. 

4. Jdfrey LaLande, Prehistory and History 
Rogue River NatiiJTial Forest, (U.S. Forest 
Rogue River National Forest,1980) p. 187. 

5.1bid. 
6. O'Harra, Short Trips, p. 120. 
7. LaLande, Prehistory and History, p. 189. 
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