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Reg iona l Digest 

Stealing Oregon's Past 

Late nineteenth-century rare 
books and manuscripts document­
ing Oregon history and worth more 
than $200,000 have been stolen from 
the Special Collections of the 
University of Oregon Library. 

The theft of 1 3  rare books and 
9,000 to 10,000 letters, overland 
diaries, railroad records, stock cer­
tificates, and Indian treaties was dis­
covered December 29 when a library 
patron requested to see some of the 
materials. Police o fficers believe the 
theft occurred over a period of time 
beginning in the fall and continuing 
through the end of 1 987 . 

"More crushing than the mone­
tary loss, which is substantial, is the 
obvious blow to Oregon's cultural 
history," says George Bynon, assis­
tant University librarian. "Unfor-

tunately, there exists a market for 
the type o f  materials that were 
taken.  We're hoping that any 
individual who comes across these 
materials or has any other informa­
tion that will help us recover these 
irreplaceable pieces of Oregon his­
tory will come forward." 

A few o f  the missing items may 
have been marked as the property of 
the University of Oregon Library, 
but individual letters and other 
manuscripts were not marked. 
About the only way to identify them 
is by their subject, author, and age. 
The documents date from the 1700s 
to the 1 8 80s, but most are from the 
1 850s and l ater. 

Gold Hill Historical 
Society Keeps Busy 

The Gold Hill Historical Society 
recently com pleted stage one in its 

efforts to index the Gold Hill city 
records. In the past year and a half, 
members worked on an inventory of 
all records dating up to 1 976. They 
indexed and marked over 200 maps, 
schematics, and plans for the city 
that date back as far as the early 
1 900s. The next step will be to 
categorize, organize, and store the 
records in acid-free boxes to preserve 
them. (Money to purchase the boxes 
came from a $866 grant from the 
Southern Oregon Historical Soci­
ety's Grants-in-Aid program.) 

Student from Hanby Junior High 
and Patrick Elementary have met 
with members of the Gold Hill 
Historical Society to learn more 
about the city's past. In fact, stu­
dents from Hanby recently con­
ducted a history project on Gold 
Hill and offered a presentation on 
their findings at the Society's 
monthly meeting on April 19.  

From the ollections, ________ _ 
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In recent issues of the Table Rock Sentinel, we featured 
items from the Society's collection that, owing to exhibit 
space limitations, are not often seen by visitors. However, 
in keeping with this issue's theme of historic preservation, 
we thought we would highlight something often seen but 
not often viewed as an artifact - the Jacksonville Museum. 

Jacksonville, recognized in 1 853 as the county seat, was 
the center for all farming and commercial activities in 
Jackson County. This important position dictated that 
the community have a prominent building to serve as its 
courthouse. 

In 1883-1884, the old Jackson County Courthouse was 
built, replacing a frame structure on the same site. Typi­
cal of the Italianate architectural style, the building fea­
tures a heavy wooden entablature under the low hip roof, 
Corinthian columns, arched windows with stone sills, and 
a triangular pediment over the roof which represents the 
Greek influence on Roman culture. The belvedere, a 
prominent feature on many Italian villas, sits atop the 
building. 

Historic properties are valued in communities with a 
deep appreciation of the past. The general public - from 
tourists to Hollywood film crews to local citizens -benefit 
from the foresight and determination of those who work 
to preserve these unique sites. 
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Commentary _____ _ 

Forty-two years ago this spring a 
group of concerned individuals 
gathered together to form the 
Southern Oregon Historical Society. 
Their primary aim was to save the 
old Jackson County Courthouse in 
Jacksonville. The Jacksonville 
Museum, as that structure is now 
called, is an enduring symbol of 
their foresight and dedication to the 
preservation of our region's history. 

The Society is coming back to its roots, so to speak. This year's 
Annual Meeting will be held June 25 where it all began-on the 
grounds of the Jacksonville Museum. This lawn has played host to 
large social gatherings, meetings, and dinners for many years begin­
ning with pioneer association meetings in the late 19th century. In a 
way, history will repeat itself as the Society again gathers people 
who have a common interest in the preservation, interpretation, and 
promotion of Jackson County's history and the heritage of southern 
Oregon. 

So mark your calendars and reserve the evening of Saturday, June 
25, 1988. It promises to be an enjoyable one with a reception in and 
around the Jacksonville Museum, offering members another oppor­
tunity to view the museum and the new exhibit, "Making Tracks: 
The Impact of Railroading in the Rogue Valley." Following the 
reception, dinner will be served on the museum lawn. And this year, 
we are honored to have Oregon Secretary of State Barbara Roberts 
as our featured speaker. 

You will be receiving more details in the near future, but I urge 
you to make plans to join us for an enjoyable, worthwhile evening. 

~nV'~~ 
Samuel J. Wegner 
Executive Director 
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