











The Pioneers

Mads:

wine, pinched snuff, and
M was rather pushy for a
woman of the 1860s and
seventies. But Madame Jeanne
DeRoboam Langier Gilfoyle
Holt was always known as
“madame,” never “a madam.”
She not only built
Jacksonville’s United States
Hotel but also won an argument
with the nation’s nineteenth
president about the size of his
hotel bill.

The facts of her life are sketchy. Jeanne
was born in the Bordeaux region of
France in 1820, and arrived in
Jacksonville sometime before 1860. In
the raw mining town, she used her
French culinary skills and good business
sense to run the Franco-American hotel
with her first husband, Charles Langier.
Her light biscuits and tender steaks won
raves from the miners panning for gold
along the Applegate River. And although
Jacksonville whispered about the
“sagging walls and spicy history” of the
Franco-American, there is no record that
Jeanne was ever “that kind of a girl.”

She did make sure the Franco-
American became Southern Oregon’s
premier stage stop, and she gave grand
balls, which earned glowing write-ups in
the local papers. It is unclear what
happened to Charles Langier, but by 1865
Jeanne had married John Gilfoyle, and
continued as an innkeeper. The Gilfoyles
were childless, but their family grew with
the 1871 arrival in Jacksonville of
Jeanne’s brother, Jean St. Luc
DeRoboam, and his family. They helped
Jeanne run the hotel.

/‘ 1l right, so she drank
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Left, the United States Hotel, rebuilt of rni
substantial brick in 1881, became the city’s
premier stopping place.
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Above, Madame DeRoboam brought French
John Gilfoyle died in 1872 and Jeanne ¢ulinary skills to her role as hotel hostess.

married George William Holt, a
bricklayer, around 1875 or 1876. Now the
bride set about fulfilling her ambition of
building the finest brick hotel on the West
Coast. The owner of the original U.S.
Hotel, Louis Horne, couldn’t make the
mortgage payments, so banker C.C.
Beekman bought the property on
California Street and resold it to the
Holts. Work began on a new U.S. Hotel
to replace the wooden one that burned in
18732

The hotel was still unfinished in
September 1880 when Jacksonville
learned that President Rutherford B.
Hayes and his party of
seven would soon pay a
visit. Jeanne brought in
special foods and even
bought an expensive

At right Madame
DeRoboam’s third
husband, George Holt,
was a bricklayer whose
skills helped his wife
achieve her dreams in
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carpet just for the presidential suite. As
the presidential party prepared to leave
the next morning, Jeanne presented her
bill of $150, in an era when most hotels
charged more like six dollars per day.
Legend has it that General William
Tecumseh Sherman, a member of the
president’s party, protested the charges,
saying “Madame, we did not want to
purchase the hotel. All we wanted to do
was stay in it.” But Jeanne didn’t budge
and she got her money.?

Jeanne continued feeding hotel guests
and collecting their bills right up until her
death in April 1884. 2
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