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Lifetime 
Patricia Ingram Cook 
Robert J. DeArmond 
Peter Dale and Alan Cornwell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hight 
Robert L. Lewis 
Dr. Eugene I. Majerowicz 
Alice Mullaly 

New Members 
BUSINESS 
Evergreen Federal, Grants Pass 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Scott Clay, Medford 
Janice Whetstone, Jacksonville 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil J. Murphy, 

Grants Pass 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sash, Jacksonville 

FAMILY 
Mr. and Mrs. Claud Curran, Ashland 
Nancy R. Fox, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hensel man, 

Medford 
Warren B. Knox, Ashland 
The O'Leary Family, Palo Alto, CA 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Sanders, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Schaefer, Medford 
Diane Schaffer, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Morgan, Ashland 

PIONEER/FRIENDS 
Peggy Houston, Medford 
Gordon Stanley, Eagle Point 

FRIENDS 
Judy Beecher, Jacksonville 
Ronnie L. Budge, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Clark, Eagle 

Point 
Cynthia Guthrie, Phoenix 
Barbara E. Jones, Ashland 
Thelma M. Kelley, Brookings 
Dorothy Livingston, Jacksonville 
Karen Lundgren, Ashland 
Mail Tribune-Library, Medford 
Ken Mainwaring, Central Point 
Nancy Mott, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Mullen, Medford 
Lance Petersen, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Lenny Reierson, 

Central Point 
Susan Reynolds, Ashland 
Frances P. Summers Dietzel, 

Gold Hill 
Gary Sumrak, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Walker, 

Sams Valley 
Leanna White, Medford 

Renewing 
Members 
DIRECTOR 
*Moss Adams, LLP, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Root, Ashland 

PIONEER/CURATOR 
*Mr. and Mrs. Bob Reed, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. John Stewa.tt, Talent 

Drs. Gruy and Treasure Wheeler, 
Medford 

CURATOR 
*Mr. and Mrs. Richa.t'd Hensley, 

Medford 

BUSINESS 
KTVL Channel 10, Medford 
Security Insurance Agency, Inc., 

Medford 
Valley of the Rogue Bank, Medford 

PIONEER/PATRON 
Dorene Cantrall Fisher, Sisters 
*Julia Ann Hmton, Medford 
'''Mr. and Mrs. Norman Robinson, 

Tucson, AZ 

PATRON 
Mr. and Mrs. William Bagley, 

Medford 
Dr. and Mrs. Theodore P. Barss, 

Medford 
Verne E. Beebe, Jacksonville 
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bennett, 
Jacksonville 

Dr. and Mrs. H. Walter Emori, 
Jacksonville 

Fred Ga.t'dner, Canyon City 
Judy Gerlock, Medford 
John L. Greenwell, Medford 
Barbara P. Johnson, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Olander, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Richmond, 

Anchorage, AK 
Mr. and Mrs. Richru·d Schultz, 
Ashland 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Smith, 
Shady Cove 

Nick Williamson and Steven Harris, 
Jacksonville 

PIONEER/FAMILY 
*Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd G. Abrruns, 
Medford 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Breeden, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. William Breeden, 

Medford 
Mrs. Monte Campbell, Eugene 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Emery, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Gru·dener, 

Medford 
*Nancy Nealon Hamilton Samson, 
Lake Oswego 

Wes Hartley, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwa.t'd B. Kaye, 

Portland 
Mrs. E.K. Manuel, Medford 
Robett S. McClain, Albany 
Robert Peru·son, Medford 
*Amy Elizabeth Samson, 

Central Point 
Dr. and Mrs. John L. Welch, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dewey Wilson, 

Medford 
*Susan Dibert Wood, San Jose, CA 

FAMILY 
*Ha.t'old Barrett, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Ba.ttlett, Medford 
Anne Billeter, Medford 
*Janis L. Chapman, Applegate 
*Irene Cla.t'k, Medford 
*Mru·y Lou Clru·k, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Robett Clru·k, 

Grants Pass 
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Cruickshank, 
Medford 

Mr. and Mrs. William Dames, 
Medford 

Murrey Dumas, Central Point 
*Mr . and Mrs. Walter Dye, 

Gold Hill 
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*Barbru·a Hanel, Medford 
*Rex Hendricks, Ashland 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Hyatt, Eugene 
Mr. and Mrs. Norbert Leiberg, 

Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Lowry, Talent 
*Mr. and Mrs. Verner McCall, 

Eagle Point 
Mr. and Mrs. A L. Ricketts, Medford 
*William and Gunny Shurtz, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spatz, Medford 
Commissioner and Mrs. Jack W. 

Walker, Phoenix 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wasson, Medford 
Dr. and Mrs. John R. Watson, 

Medford 

PIONEER/FRIENDS 
Ora F. Boyd, Springfield 
William H. Breeding, Terrebonne 
Mary Ann Delsman, Riverside, CA 
Bill Elhart, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Elmore, Medford 
Nancy Fieguth, Rogue River 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Fleischer, 

Central Point 
Leota R. Frakes, Ashland 
Jean Frazier, Ashland 
Steve Glass, Central Point 
Lois Jenkins, Ashland 
Lyda Martin, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmo McGraw, 

Medford 
Cecil Owings, Medford 
Mrs. Homer D. Peabody, Jr., 

San Diego, CA 
Amy L. Peil, Grants Pass 
Dorothy Mmris Reimers, 

Saratoga, CA 
Ken Rhee, Ashland 
William A Singler, Shady Cove 
Doris Sutherlin, Medford 
Katherine Wilkinson, Portland 

FRIENDS 
Rhoda B. Abrahams, Ashland 
Allen County Public Library, 

Fort Wayne, IN 
Patricia J. Bailey, Rolling Hills 

Estates, CA 
Joseph Berto, Shady Cove 
Jean Black, Central Point 
Alyce Bottelson, Gold Hill 
Joan Bowen, Jacksonville 
Martha Bustard, Medford 
Joseph M. Butler, Jacksonville 
Leonie S. Corbeth, Jacksonville 
Steve Decker, Applegate 
Roger DeShazer, Medford 
Helen M. Fields, Grants Pass 
Edwru·d S. Gilkey, Eagle Point 
Ba.t'bara Haade, Talent 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heikka, 

White City 
Orpha Herbst, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Johnson, 

Talent 
Joanne Johnson, Talent 
Edward B. Jorgenson, Medford 
Cindie Kitchen, Cave Junction 
Jeff M. LaLande, Ashland 
Mildred Baird Lawson, Arkansas 

City, KS 
Amy Lepon, Ashland 
Flora MacCracken, Talent 
Regina D. Mainwaring, Jacksonville 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Naumes, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. L. W. Newbry, Talent 
Bettie Newland, Medford 
Kathleen Oyler, Ashland 

Phoenix Chamber of 
Commerce, Phoenix 

Claudette M. Pruitt, Grants Pass 
Geri Read, Medford 
Rosalyn R. Rhinehart, Medford 
Karen Roemer, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Ma.t'Vin Rosenberg, 

Jacksonville 
Maxine D. Scott, Ashland 
Estel Sohler, Ashland 
Louise G. Speegle, Medford 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl P. Strand, Ashland 
Elva M. Tepper, Shady Cove 
University of Washington Libraries, 

Seattle, WA 
University of California Libra.ty, 

Berkeley, CA 
Gladys R. Van Dyke, Medford 
Joyce W. Wassum, Medford 
Dean Welch, Medford 

*Indicates upgraded membership 
categmy or monetary conttibution 
in addition to membership dues for 
Society programs. 

Donors 
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
Ben B. Cheney Foundation 
Gold Diggers' Guild 
Rogue Aggregates, Inc. 
John W Smith 
Southern Oregon Underground, Inc. 
Dan·yll Stan· 

GENERAL COLLECTION 
William Alley 
Derek DeBoer 
Robin Gonzalez 
Richard Goble 
Jackson County Libra.t'y 
Dorothy McGrew 
Sue Naumes 
Kru·l Slack 
Dee Strock 

EDUCATION COLLECTION 
Peter Crandall 
Roy Hill 
Dee Strock 

IN-KIND GOODS & SERVICES 
Deli Down 
Rogue Disposal & Recycling, Inc. 
Valley Web Printing 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS FUND 
Edith B. Geitner 
Carol Hamlin 
John and Betty Jo Reynolds 
Leland Southern 

SOUTHERN OREGON 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FOUNDATION 

Endowment Fund 
Mary A Delsman 
Betsy Manuel 

We invite YOU to 
become a member 

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

Friend .................. $20 
Family . . ... ... ... ..... . . $30 
Patron .... .. .. . ...... $60-$90 
Curator or Business ... $120-$200 
Director ............ $250-$500 
Lifetime .. . .. .. ..... . . $1,000 
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PIONEER HOSTESS OF jACKSONVILLE 

!
. lllight, so she drank 
\ wine, pinched snuff, and 

_ L was rather pushy for a 
woman of the 1860s and 
seventies. But Madame Jeanne 
DeRoboam Langier Gilfoyle 
Holt was always known as 
"madame," never "a madam." 
She not only built 
Jacksonville's United States 
Hotel but also won an argument 
with the nation's nineteenth 
president about the size of his 
hotel bill. 

The facts of her life are sketchy. Jeanne 
was born in the Bordeaux region of 
France in 1820, and arrived in 
Jacksonville sometime before 1860. In 
the raw mining town, she used her 
French culinary skills and good business 
sense to run the Franco-American hotel 
with her first husband, Charles Langier. 
Her light biscuits and tender steaks won 
raves from the miners panning for gold 
along the Applegate River. And although 
Jacksonville whispered about the 
"sagging walls and spicy history" of the 
Franco-American, there is no record that 
Jeanne was ever "that kind of a girl."' 

She did make sure the Franco
Amelican became Southern Oregon 's 

. premier stage stop, and she gave grand 
balls, which earned glowing wlite-ups in 
the local papers. It is unclear what 
happened to Charles Langier, but by 1865 
Jeanne had married John Gilfoyle, and 
continued as an innkeeper. The Gilfoyles 
were childless, but their family grew with 
the 1871 arrival in Jacksonville of 
Jeanne's brother, Jean St. Luc 
DeRoboam, and his family. They helped 
Jeanne run the hotel. 

tf!.~ 
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John Gilfoyle died in 1872 and Jeanne 
married George William Holt, a 
blicklayer, around 1875 or 1876. Now the 
bride set about fulfilling her ambition of 
building the fmest brick hotel on the West 
Coast. The owner of the original U.S. 
Hotel, Louis Home, couldn't make the 
mortgage payments, so banker C. C. 
Beekman bought the property on 
California Street and resold it to the 
Holts. Work began on a new U.S. Hotel 
to replace the wooden one that burned in 
1873.2 

The hotel was still unfinished in 
September 1880 when Jacksonville 
learned that President Rutherford B. 
Hayes and his party of 

Left, the United States Hotel, rebuilt of 
substantial brick in1881, became the city's 
premier stopping place. 

Above, Madame DeRoboam brought French 
culinary skills to her role as hotel hostess. 

carpet just for the presidential suite. As 
the presidential party prepared to leave 
the next morning, Jeanne presented her 
bill of $150, in an era when most hotels 
charged more like six dollars per day. 
Legend has it that General William 
Tecumseh Sherman, a member of the 
president's party, protested the charges, 
saying "Madame, we did not want to 
purchase the hotel. All we wanted to do 
was stay in it." But Jeanne didn't budge 
and she got her money.3 

Jeanne continued feeding hotel guests 
and collecting their bills light up until her 

death in April 1884.1 
seven would soon pay a 
visit. Jeanne brought in 
special foods and even 
bought an expensive 

.~ •. --~ 
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Louise A. Watson is a 
Medford freelance writer 
and editor. 

At right,Matktme 
DeRoboam 's third 

husband, George Holt, 
was a bricklayer whose 

skills helped his wife 
achieve her dreams in 

rebuilding the U.S. Hotel. 
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Endnotes 

1. Maxwell Fanning, "Don 't Call 
Her Madam!," Frontier Times, 
October-November 1978, p. 6. 

2. Ibid, p. 26. 

3. Fanning and Medford Mail 
Tribune, 18 December 1960. 
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